
MEETING TO DISCUSS THE ROCKBEARE PARISH PLAN  ON 3 MARCH HELD AT THE NEW VICARAGE , ROCKBEARE

PRESENT :-

Ivan Randall (Chair)

Jaquie Muscat

David Hooper

Dave Miller

Shaun Forsyth

James Grier

Sally McCarthy

Neil Coard

John Trigger

Apologies :- Richard Lambirth

1. IVAN RANDALL opened the meeting by setting out his objectives for the Parish Plan.  The group needed to ’’ provide an engine for the bus ’’ so the plan could be prepared. He saw the need to collect input from all the parish user groups to find out what people wanted. The overall aim was to get people working together to achieve a better community than we have now. A key by- product of the plan was that the parish Council could use it to provide well constructed responses to planning issues.

2. Members of the group were interested in whether there was a set brief which laid down what should go into a parish plan. It appeared that there was no formal brief although other parishes had produced plans which could be viewed. The finished plan had to be presented back to East Devon District Council who had made funds available (£1960 plus £200 from the parish council =£2160 in total).

3. At this stage Ivan wanted to keep the door open to all ideas. He recognised that there would be a wide range of views and plenty of scope for debate , but the resulting plan would be all the better for it.

4. JOHN TRIGGER stressed the need to look after the interests of the present community as the new community based on Cranbrook developed. IVAN felt that now that the Cranbrook plan was underway the Parish Council should be working with the developers to see what could be negotiated in terms of better facilities for the parish.

5. There followed a general discussion focussing on the viability of the Rockbeare Village Hall. There were issues around the lease , the upkeep of the facility, and it was rumoured that members of the current committee were preparing to stand down.  JAMES GRIER felt that there were many factions within the parish and even Rockbeare village itself which made it difficult to define a common purpose and he saw a real need to provide a better space for used by the whole community.

6. A number of people expressed the view that Rockbeare School with over 60 pupils representing maybe 40 families was a significant focus for the community.

7. The meeting came back to the need to define what people wanted. IVAN was concerned that we should make contact  with all interested parties eg the Church, the allotments group, the school, Golden Age, football teams, the mother and toddler group, and not forgetting local businesses.

8. It was also suggested that a successful Parish wide communication was very necessary in order to let people know what was going on in their community and to enable them to comment and contribute ideas.

9. JAQUIE MUSCAT suggested that whilst all these ideas from the group were interesting  it really needed understand what the key issues were for  those who lived in the parish. The group picked up this idea and focussed its attention on how to do this. 

10. It was agreed that the forthcoming issue of the parish magazine  should be used to get people to state the parish/village issues that  mattered to them. JAMES and IVAN would write the content , a £20 prize draw would hopefully incentivize  responses which would be collected via the Post Office. SHAUN FORSYTH would devise a way to collect comments over the internet. Responses(written or e-mailed) would be asked for by 7 April ,collated and analysed by SHAUN and the Parish Plan Group would meet to consider this feedback on 22April. A parish wide open meeting would be held to discuss the feedback and firm up what the key issues were and how people wanted to tackle these on 28 May at Rockbeare Village Hall. 

11. The results of this meeting would provide a wider foundation of peoples views on which to base the plan.

12. ROLES for the group were agreed as :-

IVAN RANDALL - Chairman

DAVID HOOPER- Treasurer

DAVE MILLER - Secretary

DAVID HOOPER would set up a bank account to administer the Parish Plan funds . Two signatories from the above list would be required for signing cheques.

13. The meeting finished at 10.10 pm

_____________________________________________________________________________________


